
SLIA Annual Meeting Minutes - 9/20/2020 
Schwerman Park 
 
Meeting called to order at 2:10pm. 
 
Board members present:  Gary Goldblatt, Dan Trahan, Jeanne Peterson, Ed Meltzer 
Brian Wawrzyniak, Jeri Swanson, Dave Kruse, Cliff Gartner, Tom Truffer 
 
Approval of the 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes, motioned by Janice Powell, seconded by Gen O’Connor. 
Member vote approved. 
 
President’s Report - G. Goldblatt 
Gary talked about the challenges of COVID-19 and was proud of our members and board for all their 
efforts to help Sylvan Lake remain safe.  He was excited with all the progress that was made this past 
year by the board and members to improve the lake. 
 
Vice President’s Report - J. Peterson 
Jeanne announced she would be retiring from the board after serving for 24 years prior to 2011 and 
another six years since 2014.  She had joined the board again in 2014 to help shore up the bylaws to 
protect our association and its members.  She thanked previous and current members of the board for all 
the help along with Donn Hamm for publishing our quarterly Shoreline newsletter.  She encouraged all 
members to attend monthly board meetings to keep themselves informed. 
 
Parks and Easements Report - J. Swanson 
Jeri gave an update with all the work that has been done this year.  

● The Eco-Chics met and distributed seed balls in Maple Park and along the fence line of W Sylvan 
Dr. They also removed buckthorn in Maple Park and along W Sylvan Dr. 

● Schwerman Park will have drainage work done around the basketball court to help reduce or 
eliminate the flooding. 

● Point Comfort and Schwerman Park playground equipment will be looked at for repairs in the 
upcoming year. 

● Maple Park Shoreline Rehab was inspected recently and there were suggestions to further seed 
to spread the native species that were already planted.  Tom Truffer installed a new pier and 
another pier will be installed closer to the boats next year.  Along Deadman’s curve, trees were 
removed from the embankment to open the canopy and promote more native plants. 

● Juneau Terrace had some drainage work done by Doug DeBruin.  He installed a catch basin and 
piping to help the water flow to the lake and not over the crushed stone and steps.  John Rollinger 
removed a few dead trees and a large buckthorn, and removed some overgrowth before Doug 
started. Renee DelMissier moved some of the extra large boulders that hadn’t been used near 
the dam over to the terrace for Doug to install. 

● Sylvan Commons has been gratefully taken care of by Andi Dickinson and crew. 
● Bjorkland Park had both its benches repaired by Sam and Kathy Ford.  They look great. 
● Trail between Crescent and S. Sylvan needs some work as it’s slippery to navigate.  
● Wildflower Terrace pier was fixed by Tom Truffer and the pollinator gardens have been worked by 

Sandy Washburn and Linda Mihel. 
● Ravinia Park project has been approved and the cost will be $30,000, split between 2020 and 

2021.  Work will begin this fall. 



● Jeri reminded everyone not to rake their leaves into easement ravines or wooded areas. 
 
Beach Report - C. Gartner 
Cliff discussed the constraints with opening the beach due to IL Dept of Health requirements.  

● We did end up opening the beach after we were given the all clear, and all the piers and one raft 
were installed with the help of many volunteers around the lake.  Big thanks to Kimberly DelBene 
for helping rally the troops. 

● The beach deck has been stripped, stained and treated. 
● Some vegetation was removed from the swimming area. 
● We didn’t order new sand that was planned this year due to the late start, but it is in the plan for 

next year.  We plan on getting three truck loads, bobcat rental and lots of volunteers to help 
spread the sand. 

● The big raft was in bad shape and unable to be repaired.  We plan on replacing it with a larger 
version of our small raft, which seems to be holding up well and is easier to take in and out of the 
water.  This new raft will be purchased in 2021. 

 
Lake Management Report - T. Truffer 
Tom was happy to report that the state of our lake is very strong. Despite record heat and aerators not 
working at full capacity, bass fishing has been great and we didn’t require any algae treatments this year, 
only a bacterial application which is a preventative measure.  The growth of aquatic plants has 
strengthened the health of the lake.  

● Tom has put together a Lily Pad committee to target the removal of lily pads where needed. 
They’ll be identifying areas to cull and will use a tool to help with the removal without the use of 
any chemicals. 

● We had two aerator pumps fail this year and there was a plan to replace them, but the budgeted 
money was moved to other park projects.  The plan now is to purchase two new larger pumps in 
2021 and move our existing pump into reserve. 

○ There was a question from Paulette Halverson on why we wouldn’t refurbish the pumps 
instead of replacing them.  John Hynds helped answer that a 2012 lake study 
recommended that we use larger pumps and more of them, so we decided to use our 
existing pumps as long as we could, until replacing them was the better option and would 
get us in line with the recommendations given.  

○ Roger Halverson suggested that we clean the heads every spring to help lengthen their 
life.  He offered to help Tom if needed. 

● Tom added a new pier for fishing from Maple Park, and also repaired the piers in Briar and 
Juneau.  We plan on adding another pier parallel to the shoreline in Maple Park near the boats to 
help people get their boats in and out of the water. 

 
Boat Management Report - B. Wawrzyniak 
Brian announced that he’s retiring from the board.  He started in 2015 and became our first board 
member responsible for boat management.  He implemented a boat management process and created 
the rules to help manage the boats around the lake on our common property.  Boat racks were installed in 
several easements and the beach, and abandoned boats were removed from our common properties. 
Some were repurposed and are in use today. 

● This year he implemented temporary boat parking on some of our easement piers based on 
member feedback.  This will allow members coming from other parts of the lake to park their 
boats while visiting. 



 
Recreation Report - D. Kruse 
Dave discussed how COVID impacted recreation this year.  

● We were still able to hold Carp-O-Rama with the help of John Rollinger and keep socially 
distanced while catching carp and weighing them in.  

● The start date of volleyball was pushed out and had a shortened season, but we were able to 
play our volleyball league without the high-fives and plenty of antibacterial soap. 

● We weren’t able to hold a bags tournament, but will look to do that next year. 
● Oktoberfest was cancelled. 

 
Dave announced that after nine years on the board, he’s decided to retire.  He thanked the past and 
present board members. 
 
Garden Club and Shoreline 
Laurie MacKay talked about how we couldn’t do all the events due to COVID, but we were able to put on 
some with some modifications including the Easter Bunny tractor ride around the lake, Cardboard 
Regatta, and others.  She thanked all the Garden Club board members for the continued help. 
 
Donn Hamm thanked all the contributors to the Shoreline and the time they spent writing articles.  He also 
thanked Jeanne Peterson for editing the Shoreline before it gets published.  He encouraged everyone to 
submit pictures or content to him for the Shoreline.  The October Shoreline would be published in a few 
weeks. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - E. Meltzer 
Ed provided the report on our financials which were in good shape.  Assessments were mailed on Jan 1 
and members had 60 days to pay before incurring late fees.  Our main reserve accounts hold $57K, 
$55K, and $10K respectively.  Our 2020 income was higher than expected due to collection of unpaid 
dues and legal fee credits recovered.  Some of this additional income will be used for the drainage project 
at Schwerman Park with the rest going to reserves.  The 2021 budget was presented and passed with a 
motion by Lee Dickinson, and seconded by Nick Tonkery.  Members passed the 2021 budget by a vote. 
 
Debbie Pomozal asked if there was any plan to allow members to pay assessments and water bills 
electronically.  Ed replied that we can look into it again, but there would be additional fees charged by the 
bank.  Gary and Jeanne suggested using online banking to pay these bills, since it’s electronic and 
usually provided at no cost. 
 
Secretary’s Report - D. Trahan 
Dan communicated that the website had been redone.  There are now pictures of our events, a new 
calendar that can be synced to mobile phones, SLIA documents, History of Sylvan Lake, all our Meeting 
Notes, Shoreline Newsletter, and other content available.  All emails sent to members are also posted on 
the website. 
 
Nominations to the Board 
Gary thanked the board members that are retiring or leaving which included Jeanne, Dave, Brian, and 
himself.  And thanked the past and current board, and all Sylvan Lake members for their continued 
support to improve the lake. 
 



Nominations were taken from the floor and the following people were nominated and voted in by 
members: Jeremy Vale, Renee DelMissier, Laurie MacKay, Ed Metzer (renewed term) and Peter Lind.  

 
Members Forum 

● Lee Dickinson asked if all the pier requirements were being followed as there had been a number 
of new piers installed recently.  Tom and Gary replied yes, and Dan Trahan communicated that 
the board discussed the current rule language and decided to clarify the language by having a 
maximum square footage for a single lot and a maximum square footage for two or more lots. 
The maximum distance from the shore and the width of piers did not change.  The rules were 
updated and approved by the board, and posted on the website. 

● Donn Hamm expressed concern with the street parking throughout the lake, which is not giving 
much room for emergency vehicles to pass.  He proposed either parking on one side or more 
communication to members on this issue.  Gary replied that we don’t own the streets, which 
doesn’t give us much leeway.  However, we can communicate to members and discuss options 
with the Fremont Township Highway Department. 

 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:37pm by Nick Tonkery, seconded by Lee Dickinson.  Member vote 
approved. 
 
---- 
 
Next board meeting will be Wed, Oct 21 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Trahan, Secretary 


