
SLIA Annual Meeting Minutes--9/18/2019 
Countryside Fire Department Meeting Room 
Meeting called to order at 7pm. 
 
Board members present: Gary Goldblatt, Jeanne Peterson, Lynda Throm, Ed Meltzer, Brian Wawrzyniak, Jeri 
Swanson, Tom Truffer, Dave Kruse, and Cliff Gartner. 
 
G. Goldblatt, President, welcomed everyone including new residents at the meeting. He thanked volunteers 
including The Eco Chicks, Shoreline newsletter, Garden Club, Oktoberfest committee, and board members. 
 
Tom Powell motioned, seconded by Mike Trahan, to approve the 2018 Annual Meeting minutes.  The motion 
was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
Herb Riedel from Fremont Township gave an update on the Dam Project. He explained the project is delayed 
due to Nicor and easement issues. They will begin work as soon as possible but the lake may be lowered for 
Summer 2020.  They are keeping an eye on catch basin problems at Crescent and Sylvan and will patch the 
road. Major improvements on S Sylvan are delayed until work is complete for the Gilmer Rd project in 2021. 
For future lake lowering, the Township may need permission from the Stormwater Management Commission. 
 
Diana O’Kelly reported that if a favorable bid comes back that a single hauler for garbage, recycling, and lawn 
waste will start mid-April. Curbside leaf pickup is not part of the bid because it drives up the cost considerably. 
Dan Trahan requested SLIA ask the hauler about leaf pickup options for the neighborhood. 
 
Vice President, J. Peterson, gave her report which included information on liability insurance cost which will 
also allow for the cardboard regatta to continue. She explained that the ByLaws are solid and enforceable. She 
reviewed the importance of the neighborhood tradition of volunteering as a way to keep costs down.  
 
Treasurer, E. Meltzer, reviewed the Annual Statement of Income and Expenses. It was explained how 
Quickbooks has been cleaned up over the years and that it is now easier to see costs and income. A couple 
Members expressed concerns that two slightly different budgets were presented and they wanted information 
on line items prior to voting.  The Board reviewed that according to the Corrective Amended and Restated 
Declarations the Board is who votes to approve the budget presented.  
 
Board members answered questions about different line items in the 2020 budget. Dan Trahan asked about 
the value of $4500 for burns.  J. Swanson explained that burns decrease the use of herbicides while also 
decreasing invasive plants in the easements. Sam Ford asked for assurance that the $15,000 line for the 
Ravina Shoreline is approved only for that Easement and the funds do not get reallocated to something else. 
He also asked for information regarding high legal fees in the budget.  G. Goldblatt, President, reported that 
court fees that have been repaid are currently listed under “assessments” but that a separate line item would 
be helpful. It was explained that fines from Rules & Regulations violations are also included and the violation 



procedure was reviewed. J. Peterson moved, J. Swanson seconded to approve the 2020 budget which was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
Committee Reports: Written committee reports were distributed for members to review. A few board members 
and other volunteers also provided short verbal statements. 

 
Parks/Easements/Environment: J. Swanson provided a written report but also helped answer questions 

from members. She explained that Maple still has stakes due to the upcoming lake drop. Tom Powell 
expressed concerns over Juneau Terrace being washed out multiple times since spending $13000 to improve 
the easement. 

 
Garden Club: Patsy Sweeny reminded members of the upcoming bake sale at Oktoberfest. 
 
Oktoberfest: Nancy Hanson reported that sign up sheets for volunteers were in the back. 

 
Board member vote: G. Goldblatt explained that L. Throm will be stepping down from the board and thanked 
her for her time on the board. Dan Trahan was nominated by Nancy Hanson, Cliff Gartner and Brian 
Wawrzyniak were nominated by G. Goldblatt, seconded by L. Throm to serve on the board and were approved 
by voice vote. 
 
Members’ Forum:  
 

A Quorum was present at the meeting.  
 
Nancy Hanson explained that access to the water was prohibited at Wildflower due to the number of boats. 
 
Several members expressed concerns about how common area piers are filled with paddle boats making 

them inaccessible for anyone else. Several suggestions were suggested such as no parking zone painted on 
the piers, permanent parking only on one side of the piers, etc. Dan Trahan motioned and J. Peterson 
seconded to implement a new Rule/Regulation stating “Every common area pier needs to have a designated 
area for temporary common parking.” The motion was rescinded due to uncertainty of how to manage the 
problem and it was tabled. Sam Ford stated that he would speak with G. Goldblatt further on this topic in order 
to address the issue. 
 
Next board meeting is October 16, 2019 at 7:30pm in the Countryside firehouse meeting room. 
 
The motion to adjourn the meeting was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynda Throm, Secretary 


