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Oktoberfest (October 5th)

Has a Captain
Still in need of many volunteers.

Ryan Haukedahl has 
volunteered to captain Octo-
berfest. 

Thank you Ryan!! 

For those of you who 
don’t know Ryan he grew up 
here in Sylvan Lake, moved 
away for about 15 years, and 
now is back with his wife 
Brianna, and two wonderful 
children, Alexandra (8) and 
Robert (1.5).  He says it is great to be back, this neighborhood is an excellent 
place to raise kids!  Thank you for all your warm welcomes from neighbors - 
new and old!

Ryan has volunteered to lead the Oktoberfest (October 5th) but he can not 
do it alone and is in desperate need of volunteers!  Ryan is in need of volun-
teers to help coordinate, set up, lift, activities in need are for kid’s games, bake 
sale items, crafts ad more.

We all thank you Ryan,

Contact Ryan Haukedahl 
to be an Octoberfest volunteer at

847-980-6921
Chevy24RR@hotmail.com
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State of the Lake  By Gary Goldblatt. SLIA President

Greetings fellow Sylvan Lakers!  
Finally, there is some normalcy to the 
weather and all are enjoying everything 
that Sylvan Lake has to offer.  

Fun Facts as Sylvan Lake continues 
to grow:

Over the last 10-14 years,
•  8 new homes built on empty lots 

dating back to the 1980’s
•  many homes have had major 

remodeling including additions. 
•  Average of 3-4 home sales a year 

over the last several years. This 
trend should continue.

•  9 rental properties
This adds to a great mix of old and 

new at Sylvan Lake.

The 4th of July celebration at the 
Beach and Schwerman park was a huge 
success with a big turnout. Probably 
one of the biggest turnouts in many 
years. Thank you to the Garden Club 
and the many, many volunteers who 
made this event special. 

Maple Park:
The rains have given way to new 

growth from the seedings that the Eco 
Chicks planted. The park is starting 
to fill in with new growth and it will 
continue to be worked on as a shoreline 
habitat. We are now setting our sites on 
the  Ravinia shoreline restoration. 

 
SLIA current YTD. 
Financial highlights:

This year compared to last year.
Balance sheet: 
Total Liabilities and Assets 
	 TY $194.9 vs LY $181.9  
Accounts Receivable:  
	 TY $6.1  VS  LY  $3.3 
	 Late payments and past dues

Profit and Loss:
Income: 
	 TY  $44.2  Vs LY $6.3  
Driven by stronger bank balance from 
LY, increased assessments, late fees and 
boat storage fees.

Expenses: 
	 TY to date $40.7 vs LY $ 30.3.  
Interest income: 
	 TY $105.00 vs. LY $83.00
Net Income: 
	 TY $41.1 vs LY $4.9 
*We are in good shape to keep making 
improvements

SLIA Web site:
Check out the SLIA Website. Up 

and running and will continue to be a 
useful tool for all things Sylvan Lake.

Website name : www.slia.net     
The only place that requires a password 
is the Sylvan Lake Phone Directory 
under the Association > Contacts tab. If 
you don’t have the password, send an 
email message to Sylvanlakers@gmail.
com and request it. 

Your 2019 SLIA board:
President: Gary Goldblatt
Vice President: Jeanne Peterson 
Treasurer: Ed Meltzer  
Secretary: Lynda  Throm 
Parks & Easements: Jeri Swanson
Lake: Tom Truffer 
Beach: Cliff Gartner
Special Projects: Brian Wawrzyniak
Recreation: Dave Kruse

 
 I encourage everyone to attend 

the monthly Board meetings. They 
are held on the third Wednesday 
of every month except December. 
7:30pm-9pm at the Country Side Fire 
station on Midlothian Rd. This is 
where great ideas, suggestions can be 
shared and acted upon. Don’t make the 
annual meeting the only meeting for 
participation. The SLIA board meets 
on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 
from 7:30-9pm at the Countryside fire 
station.  In the interim and always, 
please feel free to reach out to any 
of the Board members if you have 
questions, comments, suggestions and 
the like. 

Save these dates:
•	 SLIA annual meeting is 9/18 from 

7pm- 9pm (2 board positions will 
be up for nomination)

•	 Fall clean up day 9/28
•	 Octoberfest 10/5 (Ryan Haukedahl 

has volunteered to captain the 
event) Thank you Ryan!! Let’s all 
get behind him in executing a fun 
filled Oktoberfest.

Other updates:
•	 Gilmer road expansion: delayed 

until 2021.
•	 Dam project: The Dam project is 

still a strong possibility for this 
Fall…Grants of Easement and 
Quit claim deed from SLIA are 
being executed clearing the way 
to begin work once permits have 
been approved.  Great time to make 
improvements to your shoreline and 
piers. 

•	 Correction from last State of the 
Lake regarding the book boxes. It 
was Mark Anderson who did the 
book box installs not Lee Tudor. 
Thank you Mark!!!

See something, Say something, Do 
something!

Until the next time…
Happy Sylvan Lake-ing  all!!!
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Earlier this summer in the New Yorker magazine, the 
award-winning author Elizabeth Kolbert wrote a Comment 
piece titled Last Chances.

The following lines are presented here as eco-food for 
thought:

__________________________

“Last week, an international group of scientists issued 
what the Times called ‘the most exhaustive look yet at the 
decline in biodiversity.’  The findings were grim.  On the 
order of a million species are now facing extinction, ‘many 
within decades.’”

“To keep nearly eight billion people fed, not to mention 
housed, clothed, and hooked on YouTube, humans have 
transformed most of the earth’s surface.”

“’ ... over 85 percent of wetlands (area) has been lost.’”

“In the past ten years alone, at least seventy-five million 
acres of ‘primary or recovering forest’ have been 
destroyed.”

“Nature, it [the report] succinctly observes, ‘is essential for 
human existence.’  The report points to pollinators as one 
group of organisms that humans can’t readily do without.  
Ninety per cent of flowering plants and seventy-five per 
cent of all types of food crops rely on pollination by 
animals - birds, bats, and (mostly) insects.”

“In many regions, important pollinators, like native bees, 
are in decline.”

“It’s not clear exactly why, but probably one of the major 
factors is an increasing reliance on synthetic pesticides, 
which don’t distinguish between insects that are useful 
and those that are unwanted.”

_________________________________________

So let’s get back to Mundelein, Illinois.  How do 
recent internationally recognized scientific findings as 
commented on by a Pulitzer Prize-winning author relate 
to our local lives here around Sylvan Lake?

•  Sylvan Lake has its own fragile variety of native plants 
and animals (flora and fauna) calling our neighborhood 
lands and waterways home, and many neighbors are 
working to maintain and enhance their yards to invite, 
protect, and preserve Nature close to home.

•  While Sylvan Lake does have man-made surfaces 
such as roads, driveways, decks, patios, and 
buildings, etc., we also have a wonderful central 
body of water, small wetland areas, and several 
wooded land easements for everyone to enjoy.

•  Native plantings which attract local pollinators in 
homeowner yards and which are being installed by 
the Sylvan Lake Parks and Easement committee will 
continue to restore and invite more biodiversity to 
our neighborhood areas.

•  More and more citizens have educated themselves 
on the risks of (over-) using various pesticides, 
herbicides, fertilizers, and other harmful yard and 
home products that are toxic to pollinators, local 
wildlife, and even to our lake.  

Take a few moments to look around here in our 
local corner of the world ... for all that is being 
done around Sylvan Lake by so many sung and 
unsung neighborhood heroes to encourage, support, 
and protect the biodiversity we are lucky to be 
surrounded with in our neighborhood, thank you! 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/05/20/climate-
change-and-the-new-age-of-extinction

http://elizabethkolbert.com/

https://e360.yale.edu/authors/elizabeth-kolbert

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/author/elizabeth-kolbert/

ECO-CORNER #10 
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Snapping Turtles 
Around Sylvan Lake

We share the lake with many types of wildlife. Some 
wildlife come and go with the seasons. Other wildlife call 
Sylvan Lake home all year long, one of these that live 
among us is the, not often seen, snapping turle.

When I saw the dirty, unpatterned shell in a cryptic 
shade of muddy gray, and the thick, heavy-duty legs and 
muscular neck, I knew that we needed to be really careful 
around this creature. Getting too close to its front end 
would NOT be a good idea! 

I have seen only four of these turtles over the last 
forty years that I have lived here, and two of those were 
within the last few weeks. Two weeks ago I saw one 
crossing the road and moving into  Bjorkland Park at the 
corner of Sylvan Drive and Crescent Drive.  I helped it 
cross the road so as not to be hit by a car. Two days ago 
another snapping turtle was making its way accross our 
yard and I helped it move down into Ravinia park water 
stream. All the turtles I have seen have been atleast 12” 
long indicating that they are at least 15 years old but pos-
sibly much older as they can live upwards to 100 years 
old.

The Common snapping turtle is most often large 
in size and aggressive when on land, the common 
snapping turtle is a native aquatic turtle with a relatively 
plain, unmarked shell in shades of dark brown, gray, 
olive, or black. The upper shell has large scales that are 
strongly serrated near the back.  The head is moderately 
large with a slightly hooked beak and is connected to 
a muscular, long neck. The lengthy tail has several 
sawtooth projections running along the upper surface and 
is considered to be a distinctive characteristic of snappers, 
looking quite prehistoric and dinosaur-like. The legs are 
thick and muscular, with broad feet, long strong claws, 
and extensive webbing between the toes.

The snapping turtles can inhabit almost any body of 
water, preferring shallow, mud-bottomed backwaters and 
ponds that contain lush vegetation and a healthy supply 
of aquatic animals. These turtles are highly adaptable, 
and eat almost anything they can catch including insects, 
crayfish, frogs, and other turtles. Aquatic vegetation is 
also grazed upon, and the diet of snapping turtles usually 
includes a high proportion of fish. This species catches 
swimming prey by ambushing it, using their long, 
muscular necks to quickly strike out at the prey from a 
short distance. 

What should you do when you encounter turtles in the 
landscape or see them slowly crossing yards and roads? 
Remember the name of this turtle? It snaps with powerful 
jaws.  The snapping turtles are best left alone, as they can 
be dangerous to handle for an inexperienced person. If 
you must move a turtle for its own safety use a shoval, 
leaf rake or a heavy blanket to cover the head and legs.

A good rule of thumb is to never relocate a turtle far 
from where it was found. Since a turtle is usually familiar 
with its home area, it is always best to move it safely to 
an area close by. 

Turtles play an important ecological role as prey 
species for larger animals, but also because they kill 
diseased and weakened fish and clean up dead or 
decaying animal and plant matter in fresh water systems. 
They are generally not a pest to people and prefer to steal 
away quietly when encountered in the water.

The snapping turtle in our yard was most likely a 
female in search of a nest site for laying eggs. It snapped 
aggressively at us a few times as we assisted it with a leaf 
rake back down into the ravine (I hope that is where it 
was headed). 

Here is an interestng fact:
The snapping turtle is remarkably cold-tolerant; stud-

ies have shown some turtles do not hibernate, but remain 
active under the ice during the winter. Hibernating snap-
ping turtles may not breathe, in the northern climates, for 
more than six months since ice covers their hibernating 
site. These turtles can get oxygen by pushing their head 
out of the mud and allowing gas exchange to take place 
through the membranes of their mouth and throat. This is 
known as extrapulmonary respiration. If they cannot get 
enough oxygen through this method they start to utilize 
anaerobic pathways, burning sugars and fats without the 
use of oxygen. 

Donn Hamm

Picture above:  the snaping turtle found in our yard last 
week. Note the sawtooth projections running along the 
upper surface of the tail.

12”
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Parks and 
Easement News
Maple Park Shoreline 
re-hab update

The majority of the upland re-
graded land had been covered with 
erosion blanketing, but some of the area 
ended up being too steep. So we had 
the first section closest to the mouth of 
the bay regraded to level it a bit. This 
resulted in some areas being in need of 
just seed and the other area that was not 
re-graded was already sprouting grass so 
we didn’t want to disturb it.

Instead of taking up that erosion 
blanketing Renee Del Missier came up 
the idea to make seed balls !

We worked in her garage with 
compost, clay dust and seeds making up 
a mixture that can be formed into balls. 
When we ran out clay dust, provided by 
Gen Conner’s pottery teacher, we were 
in search of clay cat litter....fresh not 
used. 

Good neighbor Karen Rheingans, 
who recently had found her lost cat, 
drove by ! We ran down to her house 
and she donated some cat litter so we 
could finish up. The cat litter works 
better. We put them on cookie sheets to 
dry, stored them in containers and then 
Renee and I “planted” them a week 
later. Basically it took just scraping apart 
the erosion blanketing, which by the 
way is supposed to start decomposing 
after exposure to sunlight/heat, which 
it had started to do. This made it very 
easy to leave a seed ball here and there. 
Good thing, because it was the start 
of that awful heat wave, and we were 
melting fast. Thanks to these volunteers 
for making seed balls : Gen Conner, 
Elizabeth Nagel, Gracie Vale, her friend 
Sofia Espanosa, Renee, myself and my 2 
grandkids, Elkey & Miles. 

We should start to see lots more 
sprouting at the Maple Shoreline area 
in the way of sedges, grasses, reeds and 
flowers. Seeding was done for the upland 
areas with appropriate seed selection 
and more wet species as we got closer to 
the shoreline. Some seeds required heat 
to germinate, but the cover crop started 
right away, which was annual oat and 
rye seed. Everything else are perennials. 

Many volunteered on separate days 
to accomplish this: Jennifer Cameron, 
Sandy Washburn, Brandon, Adam and 
Lisa Washburn, Renee, myself, Elizabeth 
Nagel, Linda Mihel & Gen Conner. 
Thanks all for the much needed last 
minute help to get this done before the 
rains came. We are looking forward to a 
much more usable public area and some 
guys are planning on a boat rack area 
made from wood stacked there already, 
so no big time costs will be involved, as 
well as a new bridge to cross over from 

the path off Deadman’s Curve. We also 
cut down some tree limbs and vegetation 
along the pathway. 

A pier might be added as we 
experiment with access to the water 
there. We’ll keep you posted on the 
progress.

Another wonderful project made 
possible by association dues and 
VOLUNTEERS !!

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT 
VOLUNTEERING DOES’NT ALWAYS 
INVOLVE MUSCLE POWER.....
JUST ASK, WE TRY TO DESCRIBE 
THE TASKS INVOLVED, AND IT 
USUALLY IS PRETTY LIGHT DUTY. 
IF YOU CAN HELP FOR -1- HOUR IT 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Parks/Easements   Jeri Swanson
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Rag Weed 
Season!

Giant Ragweed
This is giant ragweed, from 6-9’ tall. 
The seeds are at the top. Notice the 
large 3 fingered leaves. Right now 
around Sylvan Lake it is between 
3-4’ tall and no seed heads. Perfect 
time to pull them, the ground is 
moist and they slip out real easy. 
Please place in garbage. If you or 
anyone you know has allergies to 
this, get rid of it for them, or ask 
someone for help. Handling it can 
cause their allergies to react. Not 
only is this a problem for human 
allergy sufferers, but our pets as well. 
Besides that, it robs surrounding 
plants of air flow and moisture. 

Lowering the lake and YOUR shorelines

Parks and 
Easement News (continued)

With regard to shorelines being 
improved while the lake is lowered, 
I would like to share what I have 
learned.

If you would like to have 
hardscaping done on your shoreline, 
you must call Lake County Building 
Dept if your project requires any 
grading. If the materials stay on you 
property, not entering the water, 
then no permit would be required.

Acceptable hardscaping as far as our 
Rules/Regs are concerned is stone 
edging and bouldering.

Absolutely no RR ties or 
wolmanized lumber is allowed to 
be used due to the chemicals they 
contain.

Following is a guide about buffer 
strips. No permit is required to do 
this because it happens on your land 
and does not require any grading. By 
planting native deep rooted species 
in a strip at least 5 feet deep, or wide 
from the water’s edge, it creates a 
great barrier of roots, preventing soil 
from eroding away. The wider or 
deeper, the better.

Using native plants is very important 
so that any of their seeds that may 
blow around are not invasive species 
that quickly take over vs. native. 
There are examples in this guide.

Re-construction of existing seawalls 
for repair could be termed “remodel” 
and MAY not require a permit. Your 
contractor or yourself should check 
with Lake County to be sure.

Please keep in mind that also 
according to our Rules/Regs, Bylaws 
your waterfront property is always to 
be kept in good shape so as to not be 
eroding into the lake, and your pier 
should be in good shape for the sake 
of an emergency.

Let me know if your are interested 
in using the Buffer Strip Method 
(see the following pages), the more 
people that do this will enable us to 
get better pricing on plant plugs and 
or seed as a group. Buffer Strips can 
be installed anytime !

Jeri Swanson  email: swan458@
sbcglobal.net    cell phone: 847-507-
2760

Ravinia Park Eerosion
The mouth of the bay in Ravinia 
Park has suffered quite a bit of 
erosion due to increased waterflow to 
our lake.

Tom Truffer, our Lake guy and I 
just met with a contractor and I had 
met with ILM previously. We have 
not heard from the latest contractor 
regarding pricing. We intend on 
doing something in this area, 
hopefully while the lake is lowered, 
but as of this newsletter we are not 
sure exactly what yet.  We’ll keep 
you posted !

See Ravinia location on page 6.
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Lake Notes reprint for shoreline buffer strips
for lake front property.
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Lake Notes reprint for shoreline buffer strips
for lake front property.


